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On June 5 and 6, Thea Melton, Cindy Schmidt-Presnell, and I attended the synodôs 
annual gathering as Hopeôs registered  delegates.  The Assembly was held in El-
licott City and hosted by the people of First Lutheran Church and the Baltimore 
West   Conference.  Our theme was ñChrist be our Courage, Christ is  
our Hope,ò based Joshua 1:9 ï ñBe strong and courageous, do  
not be frightened or dismayed, for The Lord your God is with you 
 wherever you go.ò  The focus was on how Godôs people access  
the courage and hope to live, lead, and witness faithfully in these troubled times. 
This theme was reflected in the preaching and music in our worship, the Bible 
Study led by Rev. Tamika Jancewicz (one of the co-pastors of First Lutheran  

                                            Church), and in the various prayers that were offered throughout our time together.   
 

The musicians at First Lutheran blessed us mightily by sharing their beautiful gifts. They helped make our 
worship together incredibly uplifting - allowing the Holy Spirit free reign to bless our hearts with inspiration 
and joy.  It always moves me immeasurably to share worship with people who heartily lift their voices in 
praise and prayer.  One of the greatest blessings of gathering with a large group of fellow believers is that you 
can feel a sense of connectedness and commitment to celebrate and show the love of our Lord.  We all came 
away from the assembly with the hope and motivation to allow Christ to reveal Himself through the caring, 
accepting, and compassionate service we offer in our personal lives and in our work in the community and 
congregation. Such focus will help others recognize the love and grace of Christ through us and find a home 
in His love and compassion. Regardless of the challenges we face, now or in the future, Christ is the solid 
foundation of our hope. We can be bold and courageous, trusting that He will bless every effort we make to 
build communities where all people know they are welcomed and loved. 

We heard reports from Bishop Bill Gohl, the Synod Vice President (a lay leader) Jada Wright, and the four 
Assistants to the Bishop who focus on Leadership, Discipleship, Communication, and Connectedness. They 
helped us celebrate the growing diversity among rostered and lay leaders and our congregations. We have 
been intentional about this growth and are grateful for what God has done among us. Several new mission 
starts are growing and thriving and sharing the Gospel. There are about 5-10 congregations in transition at this 
time (Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church among them), and there are a variety of exciting and creative ap-
proaches being taken to meet the needs for ministerial leadership. There is also wonderful growth happening 
in the ministries that focus on helping youth and young adults find and grow their faith.   

We rejoiced together about the work of the ministries who presented exhibits in the interactive center. Among 
them were Mar-Lu-Ridge, LYO, St. Dysmas Prison Ministry, the Seafarerôs Ministry, Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Maryland (LSMMD), Several health ministries, initiatives to alleviate hunger, and The United Lu-
theran Seminary. All of these ministries, as well as funding for the Bishop and his staff, are supported by the 
benevolence we send to the synod each year. The leaders of our synod have been good stewards of those re-
sources, allowing God to stretch and multiply them so that, together, we can do the ministry to which we have 
been called.  

I pray that we will celebrate the wonderful things that God is doing in our midst, using the time, energy, and 
gifts we offer to make a difference in the lives of so many people ï both in our area and around the world.  
We are blessed to have a caring Bishop and a cohesive synod.  Both are incredible blessings.  I always come 
away from the Synod assembly with both a sense of satisfaction that we are part of something that powerful 
and good, and the sense of motivation to encourage us all to continue doing what we can, where we are to 
contribute to the progress we are making as Christôs Church.  I pray we continue to offer the personal invest-
ment and financial support needed to continue this good work here at Hope and in the Church at large! 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Eileen 
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Congregation and our ministries, All First Responders, Medical Personnel, and all active and reserve 

members of our armed forces.  

We are in process of updating and validating the Prayer List.  Please notify our church office, 
if you want to add or remove any names from the Prayer List. Thank you.  
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Join us on Sundays in the Sanctuary at  

10:00 am. for worship.  

We are currently offering one worship service at 10:00 AM on Sundays. We 

are alternating between our Traditional and Family Worship Service format 

each Sunday, with a children's message, Holy Communion and  

Children's Church/KBZone.  

Please join us in our Sanctuary.. 
 

 Mission Statement 

   ñWhy are we here as a people of God? We are here to celebrate our faith, grow 

in faith and in Godôs Word, and reach out in service to our community. 

     Go in peace to celebrate, grow and serveò! 
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-/ &0"ӉюӉ4,/0%&- 
oƃ ƷŞŁ >ƌƾƪƷǙĖƪĹ ͤāŁĖƷŞŁƪ ƦŁƪƀŢƷƷŢƃŗͥ ƮƷĖƪƷŢƃŗ ĖƷ  ̞͍̘̕ !¬ ŁƃĹŢƃŗ ĖƷ ̞͍̙̕ 

!¬ ƷŞŁƪŁ ǓŢŸŸ İŁ Ėƃ  
ƌƦƦƌƪƷƾƃŢƷǙ ŕƌƪ åŁƮƷŢƀƌƃŢĖŸƮ͎ ÓƪĖǙŁƪ͎ ÛĳƪŢƦƷƾƪŁƮ͎ ÛŢƃŗŢƃŗ 

ϗ ŗŢǒŁ Şƌƃƌƪ Ʒƌ cƌĹ͔ ÓŸŁĖƮŁ ŲƌŢƃ ƾƮ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ >ƌƾƪƷǙĖƪĹ͐ 
>ƌŸŢƃ NǒŁƪƮŸŁǙ͎ ¬ƾƮŢĳ ¬ŢƃŢƮƷŁƪ 

ίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίί 

*There will be no choir rehearsals during the summer. Choir will  

resume in September with rehearsals being after the service. 

ίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίίί 

4ŁӉĽőŁӉņĽœŇŁőňōņӉĽӉŋňŒœӉŎłӉŘŎŔőӉłĽŕŎőňœŁӉŇŘŌōŒӉĽōŀӉŒŎōņŒӉŖňœŇӉœŇŁӉŇŎŏŁӉœŎӉ
ŒňōņӉœŇŁŌӉŀŔőňōņӉ 
œŇŁӉŒŔŌŌŁőђ 

-ŋŁĽŒŁӉŋŁœӉŔŒ ŊōŎŖӉŘŎŔőӉłĽŕŎőňœŁӉŎōŁӉľŘӉŁŌĽňŋňōņӉŎőӉӉĿĽŋŋňōņӉœŇŁӉĿŇŔőĿŇӉŎńĿŁӉ
ŎőӉŖőňœňōņӉœŇŁӉŇŘŌōӉŎōӉœŇŁӉľĽĿŊӉŎłӉœŇŁӉŘŁŋŋŎŖӉĿĽőŀӉĽōŀӉŏŔœӉňœӉňōӉœŇŁӉ 

ŎŃŁőňōņӉŏŋĽœŁђӉ/ŁŐŔŁŒœӉŘŎŔӉłĽŕŎőňœŁŒъъъ 
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The Youth will continue to assist with Church Worship the 1st Sun-
day of each month during the Summer.  

Wednesday, August 5th thru Saturday, August 8th Annual 

Youth Retreat  

Sons and Sands Retreat Center @ St. Peters Lutheran Church 
in Ocean City, MD  

  

          Upcoming Fundraisers  

The fundraisers listed below will assist our Youth to be able to attend the ELCA Youth Conference. We 
continue to look for your support with the cost of the spiritual growth of the future leaders of our church. 
  

Sunday, September 13 · Cookout Fundraiser   

Free will offering, the cookout will take place following worship at 10:00am.  

(ELCA Youth Conference)  
 

 
  

For more details or questions, please contact Lynne Lake (Youth Leader)  
@ 443-854-0708. 

***********************************************************************************************************************  

 

Hope Youth Retreat will take place August 5th - 8th, 2026 at Son 
& Sand Retreat Center, St. Peterôs Lutheran Church, Ocean City, 
MD. Hope Youth will have time and space for devotions, bible stud-
ies, worship, games, fellowship and more connecting with one anoth-
er and with God. Please pray for the team as they plan and prepare 
for the retreat and for the children and chaperones who will be  

leading and attending the retreat.   
For more info contact Lynne Lake (Youth Leader)  

@ 443-854-0708. 
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                          Bible Study and Small Groups 
At Hope Church we take seriously the Great Commission of the Risen Jesus to "go, make disci-

ples of all nations... teaching them..." We offer a variety of opportunities for people of all ages to 

deepen their faith through small group, Bible study and other discipleship groups and classes.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study:  

There will be no Wednesday Night Bible Study during the summer. Please join us when we resume in 

the Fall.   

 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Bible Study:  
There will be no Saturday Bible Study during the summer. Please join us when we resume in the Fall. 

Please join us!  

 

***If you would like to join any of the Bible Studies, please let Pastor Eileen know and she will 

share links, phone number and meeting ID with you and more information.  Pastor Eileen, Cell: 

(443) 721-9410, eileenkelley1@comcast.net 

 

Holy God, write your Word on our hearts so that we might move with gracefulness through the 

world, balanced and whole.                                                                                                   

In Jesus' name, Amen.                                                                                            
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HOPE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

          1901 MIDDLEBOROUGH ROAD  

                    ESSEX, MD 21221 

  Join us for our Vacation Bible School  

adventure for 2026,  

ñTropical Trek. Jesus comes to Seek and Saveò 

              BIBLE STORIES, CRAFTS, GAMES & FUN!   

Date: July 27th - 30th, 6:00pmð8:00pm.  

Dinner option: 5:30pmð5:55pm 

Come join us! 
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 

1901 Middleborough Rd. 

Essex, MD 21221 
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 
July 27-30, 2026, 6pm - 8pm 
DINNER OPTION: 5:30pm - 5:50pm 

AGES: 4 - 12, must be potty trained. 

Child's Name 

Child's Age  

Last Grade Attended 

Home Church 

Parent/Guardian Name 

Address 
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E-mail 

Emergency Contact - 1) Name and Phone # 

Emergecy Contact - 2) Name and Phone  

# ALLERGIES: 

VBS Donation: 

1st Child $15.00 

2nd Child $10.00 

Dinner plan option will be provided 5:30pm - 5:50pm at an additional fee of $5.00/child/week.  

Yes ___ No____ 

Please complete the online registration form above and submit payment: 

Pay with Venmo @Denise-Mclaughlin-48 or you can mail donation or drop it off in our  

secured mailbox outside 

 Hope Lutheran Church VBS, 1901 Middleborough Rd. Essex, 

21221 Please include your child's name in memo. 

***Any Family needing full or partial financial assistance, please email your re-

quest to vbsathope@gmail.com 
 

Dinner plan option that will be provided from 5:30 - 5:50pm                    

Monday - Pizza, Veggie straws & Juice or water 

Tuesday - Chicken Nuggets, Applesauce & Juice or Water 

Wednesday - Hot Dogs & Macaroni & Cheese & Juice or Water 

Thursday - PBJ or Ham & Cheese Crustables, Fruit cup & Juice or water. 

Please specify Sandwich preference. 

                  Dinner will be served promptly at 5:30pm - 5:50pm 
 

We will have our VBS Closing Ceremony at Church during worship on  

Sunday, August 2, 2026 at 10:00am 

All Families are invited and encouraged to attend to support the children. 
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Hope Lutheran Church 
1901 Middleborough Road 
Essex, MD  21221 
410-686-6060 

allstarscenter@yahoo.com 

Do you want your child to have a cinematic and  

fun filled Summer? 

We invite your child to experience our  

òLights, Camera, Action!ó Summer Program! 

Learn fun facts about Movies, Various Countries, Wild Animals and More! 

Other fun activities will include: STEM, water play, biking obstacles, spirit week, 

and special visitors! 

Outdoor Activities 

¶Organized Sports 

                 Soccer, Basketball, Baseball 

¶Sprinkler / Water Balloon Days 

¶Obstacle Courses 

Arts/Crafts 

¶Create Americana Jewelry 

¶Make a Memory Orb 

¶Decorate a Baseball Cap 

¶Make a Pinata  

¶Arrange Edible Snacks 

¶Customize a Popcorn Bucket 

Special Events 

¶Cook-out 

¶ Hawaiian Luau 

¶Ice Cream Party 

Special Visits 

Kona Ice 

CFA Cow 

Oriole Bird 

**Our Summer Program covers ten weeks
1
 of care, beginning June 15, 2026, and ending August 21, 

2026. We offer full time care and part-time care. Tuition ranges from $75.00-$260.00 per week, with an 
additional activities fee of $10.00 per week. Our Center provides breakfast, morning snack, and after-
noon snack. Lunch must be provided by parents. For more information and to register your child for our 

Summer Program, please contact Nicole at 410-686-6060. ** 

1
 You do not have to sign up for all 10 weeks, but registration is 1

st
 come, 1

st
 served. 

This organization and its materials are not affiliated with, sponsored by, or endorsed by Baltimore  

County Public Schools, the Superintendent, or this Baltimore County Public School or Office. 

mailto:allstarscenter@yahoo.com
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ALL STARS LEARNING CENTER: is now accept-
ing registrations for Pre-K 3 & 4 and Before/After 
School Care programs. Please spread the word. 
For more information contact Nicole Hardin at  

410-686-6060  
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Our Worship Service for our Back to School Blessing will be  

 on Sunday, August 30, 2026 at 10:00 AM.  

 

Backpacks, mobile devices, lunchboxes, school supplies, students, 

school administrators and academic support staff will be blessed in 

preparation for the start of the new school year.   
 

We are looking forward to a successful school year! 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

              2026-2027 School Year 

           

        Food for Thought Update 

 

 

 

     A sincere THANK YOU to all who so gener-
ously supported this important nutrition program 
for students over this past school year!  Many 
individuals have been very supportive through 
financial donations, and we thank Chi Sigma So-
rority for their very generous gift of $800 as 

     We are looking forward to hearing from the school 
counselor in September regarding needs in the fall.  She 
has expressed her own appreciation as well as that of the 
parents and students who received weekend backpacks 
of food and a monthly gift card during some very difficult 
times.  THANK YOU! 
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kƌƦŁͻƮ cĖƪĹŁƃ ƪŁĖĹǙ ŕƌƪ ƌƾƪ Ó×!oÛN ϗ 
ā¹×ÛkoÓ åkoÛ Ûì¬¬N× 

;ŁŗŢƃƃŢƃŗ ÛƾƃĹĖǙ͎ ~ƾŸǙ ̖̗ƷŞ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ >ƌƾƪƷǙĖƪĹ  

ͤāŁĖƷŞŁƪ ƦŁƪƀŢƷƷŢƃŗͥ ƮƷĖƪƷŢƃŗ ĖƷ   

̞͍̘̕ !¬ ŁƃĹŢƃŗ ĖƷ ̞͍̙̕ !¬  

åŞĖƃŵ Ǚƌƾ åŞŁĖ ŕƌƪ İƪŢƃŗŢƃŗ İŁĖƾƷǙ Ʒƌ ƷŞŁ ĳƌƾƪƷǙĖƪĹ͔  
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kƌƦŁͻƮ cĖƪĹŁƃ ŞĖƮ İŁŁƃ İƾƮǙ ƷŞŢƮ ÛƦƪŢƃŗ ĖƃĹ 
ÛƾƀƀŁƪ͐ āŁ ŞĖǒŁ ĖƃƌƷŞŁƪ ŕĖƀŢŸǙ ƌŕ DƾĳŵͻƮ  

ƪŁƮŢĹŢƃŗ Ţƃ ƷŞŁ >ƌƾƪƷǙĖƪĹ͐ 


