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“The Christian holiday of Pentecost is rooted in this historical event – an event sometimes called the “birthday of the 

church” because it marks the day that Jesus’ disciples began to share the story of Jesus and invite others to share in 

their faith in Jesus as the Son of God.  

But Pentecost is more than just remembering a historical event. On Pentecost, we invite the same Spirit that filled the 

disciples that day to transform our lives. Even more important than looking backward and remembering what God did 

two thousand years ago, we look forward and invite the Spirit to pull us into the future. The Holy Spirit has a way of 

turning things upside down. The story of Acts is all about how the lives of the disciples got turned upside down – and 

by extension, how the world turned upside down by this new, Spirit-filled faith.   

On Pentecost we invite this disruptive presence of God into our own lives. The fruit of the Spirit, says Paul, is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These are what we seek to live 

into, how we seek to transform the world, and the evidence of the Spirit at work in our lives and in the world."   

        What does Pentecost mean to you? 

Join us as we celebrate and explore all that Pentecost means for us, on 

Sunday, May 28, 2023 and beyond. 



 

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two of them [disciples] were going to 

a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things 

that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but 

their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other 

while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad.  

Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does 

not know the things that have taken place there in these days?" He asked them, "What things?" They replied, 

"The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the peo-

ple, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But 

we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 

Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our 

group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those 

who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him."  

Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scrip-

tures.” (Luke 24:13-27, NRSV)  

This story of the Risen Jesus appearing to his disciples as they make their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus is a 

favorite of mine. And this year, especially, the experience of Cleopas and the other unnamed disciple seems 

even more appropriate as God’s people live into the reality of the resurrection in this season of Easter 2023.  

Given all that we have going on around us, as wars continue, as relationships are strained, as God’s people 

drift further and further apart, I feel in my bones the sadness and disappointment that those first disciples felt 

on that first Easter day as they lament, “But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” (Luke 24:21) 

It seems as though the voices swirling around us, voices that divide, voices that give words to our anguish and 

grief for a past that isn’t coming back, and voices that remind us that the reality of 2023 isn’t what we had 

thought it would be as we looked forward these past few years might be overshadowing the hope of the resur-

rection as we join those first disciples and wonder, “But we had hoped …”.  

In so many ways, we are more like those first disciples than we might have previously thought. For even 

though Jesus had told those closest to him that he would in fact be handed over, tried, crucified, and raised in 

three days, and even though that is exactly what happened, it seems that those first disciples didn’t fully com-

prehend what Jesus’ words meant. As they heard Jesus’ words, as they heard the voices from the prophets and 

the scriptures, voices that always told God’s people about the counter-cultural way God’s love made real in the 

world as the kingdom of heaven came near, they did so through filters of all of those other voices swirling 

around them.  
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Join us on Sundays in the Sanctuary at  

10:00 am. for worship.  

We are currently offering one worship service at 10:00 AM on Sundays. 

We are alternating between our Traditional and Family Worship Service 

format each Sunday, with a children's message, Holy Communion and 

Children's Church/KBZone.  

Please join us  in-person or live on our Facebook page or YouTube 

Channel. 

 

  Mission Statement 

         “Why are we here as a people of God? 

 We are here to celebrate our faith, grow in faith and in God’s 

Word, and reach out in service to our community. 

And Jesus seems to know this as, instead of shaming them, Jesus continues teaching them, and, in the end, opens their 

hearts to the earth-shattering reality that our Easter greeting, “Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!” brings to life: all 

those other voices do not have the final say. Instead, God does as God’s people are shown that there is nothing of this 

world that can stand in the way of God’s faithfulness to loving God’s people.  

That’s the hope that was revealed that day on that road to Emmaus, a hope that was delivered, once again as we are 

shown that Jesus will walk with us, even as we might be sad and lament, that Jesus continues to teach us through the 

words of the prophets and scriptures, and that Jesus continues to reveal God’s kingdom of God among us.  

And that’s the hope we live in today as well as, together, we live into those words of promise, during this season of 

Easter and every day: “Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia!”  

See you at worship, 

~Pastor Meheret  
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All essential workers, people & families affected by coronavirus, local businesses and all busi-

nesses and people affected by this pandemic, our Congregation, All First Responders and all 

active and reserve members of our armed forces. 
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PRAISE & WORSHIP 

Every Sunday beginning at  9:30-9:40 AM there will be an  

opportunity to shout, pray, sing, and give testimony  

& honor to God. Please join us in the sanctuary. 

Colin Eversley, Music Minister 

***************************************************** 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Happy Spring! We want to start a Children’s Choir at Hope Church! For 

more information and to sign-up see Colin Eversley, Music Minister. We 

would also need a director to lead and help organize children.  

No experience needed. 
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Spring Congregation  
Meeting  

Announcement 

 
It’s that time of year! Our Spring Congregation meeting 
will be held on Sunday, May 7, 2023 after the 10:00am 
Worship Service & Fellowship. This is an important 
meeting as we will be discussing and voting on: 
 

1.Approve minutes from December Congregation  
  Meeting 
2. HELC Treasurer Report 
3. ASLC Treasurer Report 
 
We need to have as many members as possible to at-
tend the meeting, so we meet our 
quorum requirements. Please mark your calendars and 
make it a priority to attend the 
meeting. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 

Colan Kahl, Council President 
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 Bible Study and Small Groups   

At Hope Church we take seriously the Great Commission of the Risen Jesus to "go, make 

disciples of all nations... teaching them..." We offer a variety of opportunities for people of 

all ages to deepen their faith through small group Bible study.   

To register, call 410-686-7587 or email  hopelsecretary@outlook.com. 
 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study:  

Zoom  meetings on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.  The theme for this Spring season is “Jesus Calls 

Us” from Augsburg Adult Bible Study Series. Please Join Us! 
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Bible Study:  

Meets via Zoom 9:00 AM-10:00 AM every Saturday. We will be studying “Jesus Calls Us”, 

same as the Wednesday Bible Study Group from Augsburg Adult Bible Studies.  

Pease join us!  

 

                                     

                  

mailto:info@hopeelca.org
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“Summer Extravaganza”! 

All Stars Learning Center Summer Program 

Please spread the word. Thank you. 
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IT’S A TEA PARTY 
 

Invited: All Congregation family and friends  
When:  May 7,2023 @ 12:30 to 2:00 pm  
Where:  Education Building Lower Level 
Dress: Formal  
***Bring your Tea cup & Saucer   
Cost $5 in advance. Limited seating 40 
 

Any questions call Lynne Lake @ 443-854-0708 
 Sponsored by the Youth Group 

 
Menu 
 Chocolate Chip Scones (Vanilla ) 
  
 Blueberries 
 Cuties (mini orange slices) 
 Strawberries 
   
 Cucumber Sandwich 
 Egg Salad 
 Ham and Cheese 
 Peanut Butter and Strawberry Preservative 
  
 Mini Blueberries Muffins 
 Mini Chocolate Covered Gram Cracker 
 Mini Shortbread Cookies 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023, 
6:30–7:30 PM in the 
sanctuary.  

1 hour of your time could 
save a life! Come to a 
FREE training on how to 
use the Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillators 
(AED) purchased for our 
church building. We en-
courage as many people 
as possible to get 
trained. Please join us.  
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Getting ready to celebrate 

Easter 2023 at Hope Church 
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Easter  Sunday 2023 

at Hope Church 

Through our Easter Worship Service, our risen Lord was 
well and truly praised by many in person and also via our 

livestream. And we had a tasty breakfast too! A huge 
thanks to all our staff and volunteers and who made it 

possible to feed body, mind and spirit Easter day.  

Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!  
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Ji 
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  Hope VBS 2023 

Twists & Turns: is a fantastical celebration of how 

following Jesus changes the game. Spin the spinner, beat the clock, skip 
ahead, level up, and play to win! Kids will have fun with games while learning 
that Jesus guides us through all the twists and turns of our lives. In the end, 
they'll find that even when they mess up it is never "game over." 

Please spread the word. Thank you.  

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc4265878.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com%2Fhopeelca.2304190628.Hope_-_VBS_2023_Registration_Form_.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceda8e3105be24fcc886b08db40d99ed3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638
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Date/Day Scripture texts Theme 

May 7 

Easter 5 

Acts 7:55-60 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

1Peter 2:2-10 

John 14:1-14 

The martyrdom of Stephen 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit  

God’s people chosen to proclaim God’s mighty acts. 

Christ the way, truth, and life 

May 14 

Easter 6 

Acts 17:22-31 

Psalm 66:8-20 

 

1Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

Paul’s message to the Athenians 

Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be 

heard. 

The days of Noah, a sign of baptism 

Christ our advocate 

May 21 

Easter 7 

Acts 1:6-14 

 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 

Jesus’ companions at prayer after his departure 
 

Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. 

God will sustain and restore those who suffer 
 

Christ’s prayer for his disciples 

May 28 

Day of 

Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34,35b 

1Corinthians 12:3b-13 

John 20:19-23 

Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 

Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit 

The Spirit poured out 

   

Worship Themes for May 2023 
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May Duty Schedule 2023 

10:00 May 7 May 14 
Mothers Day 

 

May 21 
 

May 28 
Memorial 

Day Weekend 
 

 

Assist 
  

John Kelly Bob Schweitzer Joan  
Schweitzer 

Robin Palmer  

Lector 
  

Jess Kahl Marge Carl John Kelly Jeff Patten  

Serve if  
needed 
  

Thea Melton None None Bob Schweitzer  

Ushers 
  
  
  

Carolee Calo 
Frank Schmidt 

Sandy Cincinnati 
Eric Eszes 

Donna Jacob 
Denise 

McLaughlin 

Lynne Lake 
Linda Moler 

 

Counters 
  
  

Colan Kahl 
Denise 

McLaughlin 

Bob Schweitzer 
Thea Melton 

Donna Jacob 
Steve Kahl 

Linda Moler 
Joan Schweitzer 

 

Flowers 
  
  

Jeff and Kate 
Patten 

Ruth Kraeger 

Jeff and Kate 
Patten 

Steve and 
Sharyn Kahl 

Open 
 

Open  
 

Carolee Calo 
 

The Caruthers 
Family 

 

Sunday 
School 

Denise 
McLaughlin 

Ruth Kraeger Carolee Calo Rachel Morgan  

 

Planning ahead...  

Pentecost Sunday is May 28th…...... 

Planning the Lord's Prayer to be prayed in 

various languages. 

Anyone speak a language other than  

English 

Willing to take part in this? 

This is an experiment, no doubt!! But I'm 

willing to give it a try! Please shoot me an 

email or text if you are willing to take part 

in this and let me know what language you 

will be speaking. — Pastor Meheret 



 23 

 

 

 

                      

2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

10:00 AM Quilters 
 

2 3 

7:00 PM Bible 
Study via Zoom 
 

4 

10:00 AM & 4:30 PM 
All Stars Learning  
Center Chapel 

5 6 

9:00 AM Zoom 
Bible Study  

7 

10:00 AM Worship in person 
and online 
 

11:00 AM Spring Congregation-
al Meeting 
 

11:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
  

12:30 PM-2:00 PM Tea Party 

8 

10:00 AM Quilters 
 

9 10 

7:00 PM Bible 
Study via Zoom 

11 

10:00 AM & 4:30 PM 
All Stars Learning  
Center Chapel 

12 13 

9:00 AM Zoom 
Bible Study 

14 

10:00 AM Worship in person 
and online 
 
11:30 AM Choir Rehearsal 
 
         Mother’s Day 

15 

10:00 AM Quilters 

 

16 17 

7:00 PM Bible 
Study via Zoom 

18 

10:00 AM & 4:30 PM 
All Stars Learning  
Center Chapel 

19 20 

9:00 AM Zoom 
Bible Study 

21 

10:00 AM Worship in person 
and online 

11:30 AM Choir Rehearsaal 

22 

10:00 AM Quilters 

 
 
7:00 PM Church 
Council Meeting 

23 24 

7:00 PM Bible 
Study via Zoom 

25 
 
10:00 AM & 4:30 PM 
All Stars Learning  
Center Chapel 

26 

 

27 

9:00 AM Zoom 
Bible Study 
 

28   

10:00 AM Worship in person 
and online 

11:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

29 

 
 

 

     

     Memorial Day 

30 

 

 

31 
 
7:00 PM Bible 
Study via Zoom 
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02 Bev Hoffman 

04 Edward Klingenstein 

06 Bobbie Hershey 

06 Raymond Mulbah 

12 Bobbi Floyd 

14 Mitchell Bigham 

14 Zegbeh Kpadeh 

14 Kate Patten 

15 Jennifer Jewell 

19 Linda Neewary    

19 Buddy McLaughlin 

19 Brittany Ouimette 

20 Dylan Talbott 

22 Sharyn Kahl 

24 Sandra Cincinnati 

28 Kiersten Williams 

31 Robert Caruthers 
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AP 

 

 

                                        

Articles for the June Messenger are due by May 24th.  Mark your calendars! 

We will be having a July/August combination issue of the Messenger, articles due  

by June 22nd,  so please plan ahead! 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Our Staff 
1901 Middleborough Rd. Baltimore, MD   21221 

 

Pastor Meheret Caruthers  • Office 410-686-7587   • Cell  240-413-7515    

E-Mail: pastorm@hopeelca.org 
 

Music Director: Colin Eversley • Cell 410-499-2291     

E-Mail: craeversley11@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary: Shirley Edmonston • Office 410-686-7587  

E-Mail: hopelsecretary@outlook.com   Office Hours Tues.-Fri. 8:30AM-1:00PM 
 

Council President : Colan Kahl • Home 410-292-2544 
 

Council VP: Bob Schweitzer • Home 443-844-0065 
 

Council Secretary: Jeff Patton • Cell 410-456-5464 
 

Treasurer: John Kelly • Cell 443-770-0127 
 

          Gina Baker        410-456-9548           

                                     Jack Crout                 (Youth Member) 

                                     Nicole Eck            443-271-4014 

                                     Sharyn Kahl              410-574-3060 

                                   Lynne Lake             443-854-0708, Youth Leader   

                                   Denise McLaughlin   410-686-0199 

                                   Thea Melton              410-585-5670 


